TWO KEYS TO FULFILLING OUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST
Today we will be looking at two very important and somewhat interrelated keys to helping us to lead a fruitful life as a Christian: 
i) The importance of having fellowship with other believers, and

ii) Living with eternity in mind (We need the support of other Christians. We cannot walk out our God given destiny in isolation.)
We will now look at these two keys that help us to fulfill our full potential in Christ in turn and look at what the bible says about them.
i) THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
· When we are planted in a local church we can grow strong in our faith and realize our full potential in Christ. In a healthy bible based and Spirit filled church we will be encouraged and nurtured so that we can fulfill our God given potential. In the book of Psalms we read;

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)

· THE EARLY CHURCH HAD A GREAT EMPHASIS ON FELLOWSHIP AND GREW RAPIDLY
· A healthy local church made up of a number of like minded believers can greatly impact the community.

· As we fellowship with other believers we can be encouraged to use our gifts and to contribute to the ministries flowing out of the local church. 
· In the book of Acts we read,

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers … So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42, 46-47)

· There is a corporate blessing and generally increased tangible presence of God when Christians meet together for fellowship. We were never meant to live out our Christian walk in isolation. When we are out of fellowship our fire and passion for the things of God soon begins to dwindle and die out. An ember in a log fire burns brightly in the fire place but when it is spat out it quickly grows dim and dies out. We all need one another in the Body of Christ. Jesus Himself said,

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20)

· God’s plan for our life will always be worked out in the context of working together with other believers. We all need one another. God brings together different people to help one another to fulfil His Kingdom plan and purpose for all of their lives. The Apostle Paul gave an analogy of how the Body of Christ is similar to the human body.
“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:26)

“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, variety of tongues.”    (1 Corinthians 12:27-28)
AS WE WORK TOGETHER WITH OTHER BELIEVERS THE CHURCH MAKES A GREAT IMPACT ON THIS WORLD.   
The Apostle Paul also wrote, “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)

· WE ALL NEED ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OTHER BELIEVERS. 
WE WILL ALL AT TIMES BE REJECTED FOR OUR FAITH. FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS IS CRUCIAL IF WE ARE TO FULFIL GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS WE READ,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

· FELLOWSHIP GIVES US ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT
a. Cleansing of old habits and attitudes

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

b. There is wisdom in a multitude of counsellors. Life is full of choices that we have to make. The choices that we make will impact our future, in some cases for a lifetime. When in fellowship with other believers we can seek Godly counsel from others.
In Proverbs we read, “Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)

c. Protection. Pastoral Oversight and counsel

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of your be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for 

  “God resists the proud, 

    But gives grace to the humble.” 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,” (1 Peter 5:5-6
ACCOUNTABILITY TO OTHERS IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR ALL BELIEVERS. WE HAVE A VERY REAL ADVERSARY. THE APOSTLE PETER WROTE,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
ii) LIVING WITH ETERNITY IN MIND

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” (Matthew 6:22-23)
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24) 
WE MUST BE CAREFUL WHAT WE FOCUS ON IN LIFE (Philippians 4:8)
· We all have one gift of life to store up treasures for eternity

· To help lead our friends and family and work colleagues to Christ. The bible makes it clear that there is a hell to shun and a heaven to gain. We need to look for opportunities to lead our friends to Christ 
· To leave a legacy in this life beyond our own life (Those who we disciple will continue to minister to others well beyond our own life)
· To see our children walking in the ways of the Lord

· God has a unique plan for EVERY believer’s life.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

We all however have to choose to walk out the plan that God has for our life. The devil will constantly try and distract and discourage us from fulfilling God’s plan for our life. As we fulfil God’s plan for our life we will also help others to come to Christ and to fulfil God’s plan for their life.
· Joy and purpose comes from fulfilling God’s plan for our life

Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)  - THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (Matthew 25:14-23)
· One day we will all get judged and rewarded for our life here on earth. Our labour for the Lord is never in vain
(Matthew 16: 24-27) (Romans 14:10-13) (1 Corinthians 15:58)
